D))9 Cupss )y yolas slaguag)y

1o Gl g lgs —PV bl — poslg2 Jlw
Pa- ok Olxén

Ol P19 o drmgi 2 Yo $Od Jolge (alwlid

oyl oyt eoMuol 151 oliily cclidos g pole dnlg (S Can ) 09,5 M) w8

SOl IRG Biag pole 9 (S s oBimghs ¢ ob5yg Cupde 0g)S Jloliul ¥
Orcid: 0000-0001-8378-8312

ol el g oMl 331 olBils cogin S Alg ( 5y9 poe g (S Can i 0dSUESDS ¢y yg Cupe (618 (gomiisls Y

1E01/11/01 suugual 5yl 1Eoo/0V/Po 38l s 2yl

LS

- N

Josliel b (S (yimgds b9y -0 pll (lpl (5))9 Coxivo dmngs 2 S50 (Ol Jelye (plolid Baa b pob gy
3 IStz (g )lol dnol . (gglan Bl liblo dags sloanlas (55,150 L 5l 2)90 sloodls 5 (slaive; (6595 Lbg)
SPE 09,5 SUST L deddn (63T Nged B9 I 92 (55559 (Y okee g SlaBl 0jox 13 (B9 Cupde (I 3 g ALl
b Sud gilwodly bdaslas g dol cundds gludl ceocin sladiged 5,05 Vo b Guos dnlas 3l L (ol 0dd oolaiuwl
B5 5 slal B 45 gygme 3 Yo g 5k 0 VYA L yoShe LS o s IS8 j) Jols (sloaisl, Juboo gl 4 slitud
2yl Jelgs (olpl (g Coteo dnngi 1 50 (oo Joloe) (ol By (dgie ¥) (e Lulyd Jold ol Juo
Cuwddy MBI slivo pr ad (oLulid (oo ¥) oy g (dgde ¥) Seldlin Jelge (dghe ¥) slainej Jalge (dsia ¥)
il gogas i3l Juaws 5 LIS (o lyie 5 olsd @y (bing 03 50 et S8l (58S poi) ool

Py o ol 4 pjilo

g S (il yio g yilgd o ol jCumliw ()] Cartio (3les Jolse BB 5lg WS

Email: sepideh.gol74@gmail.com SANATYVY Y gl odis g5 ol 0,les
Email: Afshari.ua@gmail.com SANYFAYYAVA ¢ gt 0dims g ywlod o,leds
Email: ZahraPayman94@gmail.com FVITAVIVATY g onins s ulod o)leds

10.22084/SMMS.2023.24911.2940 :(DOI) Jtoous awlis

(R Al



o poe ool Jolse (ololids Oy Ko g ooy @

Identifying institutional factors affecting the development of
Iran's sports industry

Abstract

The aim of this study was to identify the institutional factors affecting the development
of Iran's sports industry. The qualitative research method was collected using the
grounded theory method and the required data using semi-structured interviews. The
statistical population consisted of professors and experts in sports management, in the
field of economics and sports officials. Targeted sampling method with focal group
technique has been used. After in-depth interviews with 10 selected samples, saturation
was obtained and the interviews were conducted. Based on the results of the analysis of
coding findings, the quality model with 128 open codes and 20 axial codes in the form
of six dimensions of the paradigm model, including causal conditions (4 categories), the
main phenomenon (institutional factors affecting the development of Iran's sports
industry) Strategic factors (4 categories), underlying factors (4 categories), intervening
factors (3 categories) and outcome (4 categories) were identified. Based on the
information obtained, it is necessary to employ experts in the field of sports, to establish
national labor laws and regulations, and to facilitate the structure of privatization.

Keywords: Institutional factors, Sports industry, Depoliticization, Laws and regulations,
Institutional thinking.
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Background and purpose

Today, sports form an important part of global societies and commerce. The sports
industry plays a vital role as an economic sector, both in practice and as a means of
entertainment. Sports is considered one of the most influential factors in developing
national economies and one of the profitable industries of the 21st century
(Mohammadkazemi et al., 2020: 406). In the past decade, sports has contributed to
countries' economies in the economic sector through the provision of sports goods and
services and is considered a high-income industry. Participation in sports and its promotion
has been considered in the policy-making process of many countries. As a result of
increasing the quality of sports arenas, which leads to an increase in the share of sports in
household consumption baskets as well as investment and income generation in the
country's sports sector, people are encouraged to participate in sports (Naghizadeh Baghi et
al., 2021: 2).

Methodology

The aim of this research is to identify the institutional factors in the development of Iran's
sports industry. The research method is qualitative and based on the grounded theory
strategy. Also, based on the classification of research by purpose, this study is exploratory-
fundamental. The statistical population of the research included professors and experts in
sports management, economics, and sports officials. The characteristics of the research
experts were individuals who were prominent in terms of awareness and information in
this field and could be representative of the community by providing accurate information.
From this group, until saturation was reached regarding the research topic, 10 people were
selected in a completely non-probabilistic manner for interviews and obtaining necessary
information related to the subject. The research tool was in-depth and exploratory
interviews. The interview questions were open-ended. Data analysis was done through
open coding, axial coding, and selective coding. After completing the coding process, all
arguments presented in related studies were extracted. Finally, by creating a relationship
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between the codes, the research model was drawn. The present model has been approved
by 5 interviewees and 5 expert professors who had experience or expertise in the research
topic.

Results

According to the results, a total of 128 initial codes were extracted from the interviews,
including 4 subcategories and 26 codes extracted from interviews in the form of causal
factors, 4 subcategories and 32 codes extracted from interviews in the form of contextual
factors, 3 subcategories and 13 codes extracted from interviews in the form of intervening
factors, 4 subcategories and 28 codes extracted from interviews in the form of strategies,
and 4 subcategories and 29 codes extracted from interviews in the form of consequences.
Based on the paradigm model of the present research, it can be stated that government
policy-making, facilitation of investment conditions in sports, determining government
laws in the sports industry, and reforming the structure of the sports industry and private
sector activities form the causal conditions affecting the identification of institutional
factors influencing the development of Iran's sports industry. The development of sports
with an economic approach, scientific-research development in the field of sports industry,
development and expansion of social networks of sports economy, and human resource
development as contextual factors; lack of institutional thinking and implementation of
resistance economy in managers, lack of economic growth with support and self-reliance
on sports production, and economic barriers to club privatization were the intervening
factors. Strategies affecting the identification of institutional factors influencing the
development of Iran's sports industry include developing a meritocracy system and justice
in sports industry development, a comprehensive plan for sports industry development
system, fighting corruption and rent-seeking, and passing intellectual property rights law
(copyright) as the basis for TV broadcasting rights and developing a system of government
support and supervision share from the sports industry. Income generation and job creation
in the sports industry, strategies for economic development of the sports industry, and the
formation of sports economic enterprises are considered the consequences affecting the
identification of institutional factors influencing the development of Iran's sports industry.

Discussion

Identifying institutional factors affecting the sports industry using the grounded theory
approach can, in addition to helping find the central issue, provide a deep understanding of
the current conditions. This means that by creating an arrangement of causal, contextual,
intervening conditions, strategies, and consequences around the central category, it helps to
solve a complete and comprehensive understanding of the existing problem. Providing
conditions and a coherent framework of economic incentives and motivations to strengthen
and encourage the private sector to invest in sports is one of the important issues that can
help develop various sports in the country. By developing and implementing appropriate
supportive and encouraging policies and strategies, more incentives can be created for
private sector investment in various sports in different provinces.

Keywords: Institutional factors, Sports industry, Depoliticization, Laws and regulations,
Institutional thinking.



